Colossians 1:11-20

''May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with
patience, while joyfully

“giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. *’He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, '*in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. ’He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; ‘°for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. *"He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. '®He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. °For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, “’and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.



Acts 2:29-47

**Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. “°Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. *'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
experience corruption.’ **This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of
us are witnesses. °°Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,
he has poured out this that you both see and hear. **For David did
not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to
my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, *“until I make your enemies your
footstool.”” *°Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”

*’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we

do?” *®Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” “°’And he testified with many
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “"Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” *'So those who welcomed his message
were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

“’They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. “>’Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. “*All who believed were together and had all things in
common; ““they would sell their possessions and goods and



distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “°Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, */praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.



